Middle Ages Notes
1. Middle Ages: 400-1500, Western Europe
a. New customs, new lifestyles, new social and political systems

b. Feudalism: political system (page 296)
2. Germanic Kingdoms
a. Many different kingdoms developed in W. Europe
b. Ruled by German Kings
c. Most Kingdoms were influenced by the Roman Empire
i. Government
d. Kingdoms of Franks- the most lasting
i. Clovis-(481 AD) strong military leader
1. 1st Germanic Leader to convert to Christianity
2. Catholic Church
ii. Charles Martel (Charles the Hammer)
1. Defeated the Moors in 732

2. Halted Muslim advance

iii. Pepin the Short, Charles Martel’s Son
1. 751, King of the Franks

2. Supported by the pope
iv. Charlemagne (Pepin’s Son)
1. 768-814

e. Crime and Punishment was different than Romans
i. Wergild:  “money for a man”-person doing something wrong to another, had to pay the victims family money.
3. Impact of Church

a. Christianity was the supreme religion
b. Was focused on spreading
c. 500AD, the church was more organized.
i. Popes became leaders of Catholic Church.
ii. Monks: dedicated their entire life to God
1. GOAL: to spread CHRISTIANITY TO ALL OF EUROPE.

iii. Missionaries: People sent out to carry a religious message.

iv. 1050: most of Europe was Catholic

4. Nobility of the Middle Ages

a. Men were concerned with warfare

b. Tournaments: contest where knights would show off their skills

c. Chivalry: code of ethics for knights

i. Defend Church

ii. Defend defenseless people

iii. Fight for GLORY and not rewards

iv. Treat captives as honored guests

